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National party of Honore Mercier, was loud in its
demands for mercy for the unfortunate Riel. On the
i6th November, 1885, Riel paid with his life for his
patriotism and his unstable emotions. For some of his
fellow Canadians a hero and martyr sacrificed to the
hatred of the Orange Order, for others a miscreant, a
criminal and a murderer, Riel was destined to upset the
political life of Canada. The "Riel affair," a fire of
straw, as Macdonald called it, became for a long time
a theme well suited to flights of oratory and as such it
was skilfully exploited. In the province of Quebec it
spelled out the ruin of the Conservative party and
even in Ottawa it prepared the way for the Liberals
whom a skilful leader, the Catholic French Canadian
Wilfrid Laurier, was soon to lead to power.

Hardly had Manitoba become the fifth province in
the Canadian Confederation before another province,
the most distant, the most isolated, and the youngest,
requested admission in its turn. Since March 1867
British Columbia, rich in precious minerals, covered
with forests and wheat lands, had expressed a desire to
join the eastern colonies on just and equitable terms.
It took three years to conclude the agreement. As on
previous occasions the Canadian government assumed
the load of the new province's public debt, counting on
recouping itself from the revenues attributed to it by
the Constitution. The government also undertook to
bind the new province to the rest of the country by a
railroad within a period of ten years. The promise was
a bold one and the effort required to fulfil it was to be
gigantic. From 1821 to 1850 first Upper and Lower
Canada and later United Canada had invested heavily
in navigable waterways. Canals had been built, dredg-